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• Restrict or prohibit application of neonicotinoids on 
public lands or in outdoor residential areas, such as IL 
HB 5900

• Encourage or require nurseries to label plants that 
are good for pollinators and/or those treated with 
neonicotinoids, such as CA SB 1282

• Restrict use of pesticides such as neonicotinoids by 
consumers, such as MD HB 211 

• Require information be provided to pesticide applicators 
and others on how to protect  pollinators, and include in 
applicator education for licensing exams, such as OR 
HB 4139

C O N S E R VA T I O N

• Create a task force to study and recommend actions for 
pollinator health and habitat, such as RI H8265

• Encourage development or replanting of residential, farm 
and agency land areas with native pollinator flowering 
plants and habitat, such as CT SB 231

• Provide tax credits for developing native pollinator 
habitat on undeveloped property, such as NJ A 4603

• Support beekeepers through the preservation of forage, 
such as WA HB 2478

• Declare a Pollinator Week, or a Bee Aware Day, to 
educate citizens on the importance of pollinators, such 
as NM SM 103

• Encourage more private native flower gardens where 
pollinators can “detox” from pollinating pesticide-treated 
plants and restore immunity, such as NJ AR 216 

• Encourage or require “buffer strips” of native flowering 
plants around pesticide-treated crops or along streams, 
as suggested by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

• Fund native bee and butterfly surveys and study native 
bees and plants, such as MN SF 2963

• Establish pollinator license plates with funds to go to 
pollinator health projects, such as VA SB 434 

• Funding for relevant state agencies to establish a 
pollinator habitat plan, such as MD HB 132

• Fund task force to produce recommendations and/or 
strategies to protect pollinators, such as VA SB 356 

State legislatures have implemented a variety 
of solutions to protect pollinator populations 
and increase public awareness. 

For more information contact NCEL Conservation 
Coordinator Ruth Musgrave at ruth@ncel.net 
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http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=5900&GAID=13&SessionID=88&LegID=95384
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=5900&GAID=13&SessionID=88&LegID=95384
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB1282
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2016rs&id=HB0211
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2014R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB4139/A-Engrossed
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2014R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB4139/A-Engrossed
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText16/HouseText16/H8265.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2016/ACT/pa/2016PA-00017-R00SB-00231-PA.htm
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/A5000/4605_I1.PDF
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2478&Year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20170324150416/http://nmbeekeepers.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/SM-103.pdf
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/AR/216_I1.HTM
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/16/nrcs143_022094.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/16/nrcs143_022094.pdf
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bills/text.php?number=SF2963&version=0&session=ls89&session_year=2016&session_number=0&format=pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0537
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2016RS/fnotes/bil_0002/hb0132.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+SB356ER

